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This year marks the 50th anniversary of signing of the armistice ending the Korean War.

The Korean War means many things to many people, and for many years it was called a Forgotten War. However, for the families of the 54,000 US soldiers killed in the war, it was never a Forgotten War; It was never a Forgotten War for the families of two million Koreans, perished during the conflict; also, we should not forget the families of half a million Chinese soldiers who never returned to their home country. Lastly, for the veterans of the Korean War commemorating the Armistice this year, this war has never been a forgotten affair. 

50 years is a long time (our president George W. Bush was then only seven years old!). During these 50 years, significant changes took place in the Korean Peninsula; from the ashes of the war's near-complete devastation, South Korea has emerged as a nation with 42 million people, with strong economic and industrial base with its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) reaching US $500 billion and Per Capita Income US $ 15,000. It qualified them to be a member of the OECD (Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development), a prerequisite to be a member of the developed countries. 

On the other hand, nothing really has changed in the Korean peninsula in the last 50 years. When you stand at the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) and survey the situation; there is a military confrontation between the North Korea and South Korea with 37,000 US soldiers backing it. It still is the most dangerous flash point of the world as it was 50 years ago. Along the line, there is world's most highly concentrated military powers; 1.2 million North Korean soldiers with over 40,000 long range artillery pieces, over 300, missiles pitting against 650,000 South Korean soldiers with equally devastating fire power backed by the world's greatest superpower, the USA. 

The current dangerous nuclear weapons problem really began in 1996, when the US and the North Korea signed a treaty called 1996 Geneva Agreed Framework, in which, North Korea would freeze their nuclear weapons program in exchange for a series of the US concessions including a couple of electricity generating facilities, so called, light water reactors, diplomatic recognition, lifting of sanctions and embargos, and normalization of the relationship. However, in ensuing years, neither side complied fully with the provisions of the Agreement. For the North Koreans, it meant the resumption of their nuclear weapons program. Time and again, however, they stated that their real motivation for the pursuit of their nuclear ambition is to ensure the US guarantee of their regime preservation. Many times they had offered to scrap their nuclear program in exchange for the non-aggression pact between the two countries.

Another war in the Korean peninsula is not only un-thinkable, but also is absolutely a non-option to the Koreans, for they will lose everything they have achieved in the past 50 years and they will sustain, easily another two million or more deaths! It will also place the fate of 37,000 American soldiers who are already there into uncertainty. We must prevent it.

Americans and Koreans were great partners in the last war. We were a very effective comrade-in-arms. We must, again work together, this time, for peace. We must remember that another war in Korean peninsula will destroy both Koreas and thus nullify the result of all the sacrifices made by the Korean War Veterans for the freedom of the land. In other words, it will indeed make the Korean War a Forgotten War!

Write to President George W. Bush urging him to negotiate peace with the North Koreans; urging him to revisit the 1996 Agreed Framework; urging him to engage North Korea directly for a verifiable denuclearization of the peninsula in exchange for a non-aggression treaty.
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